CHAPTER III
MAGICIANS AS KINGS
IN treating of the rise of magicians to political power as chiefs
and kings I had occasion to notice the remarkable social
system of the Australian aborigines, in which chiefs are
conspicuous by their absence and their place of authority is
taken on the whole by the old men of the tribe.1 For this
system of government by old men I coined the word geronto-
cracy > which seems now to be generally accepted for this phase
of social development. The system is found, though in a less
marked degree, amongst other primitive peoples besides the
Australian aborigines.
On the system as it existed in Australia in the first half of
the nineteenth century I may cite the evidence of E. J. Eyre,
who was intimately acquainted with the aborigines of Central
Australia, and afterwards attained to notoriety as Governor
of Jamaica. " There can hardly be said to be any form of
government existing among a people who recognize no
authority, and where every member of the community is at
liberty to act as he likes, except in so far as he may be in-
fluenced by the general opinion or wishes of the tribe, or by1
that feeling which prompts men, whether in civilised or
savage communities to bend to the will of some one or two
persons who may have taken a more prominent and leading
part than the rest in the duties and avocations of life. Among
none of the tribes yet known have chiefs ever been found to
be acknowledged, though in all there are some men who take
the lead, and whose opinions and wishes have great weight
with the others. Other things being equal, a man's authority
1 The Golden Bough: The Magic Art and the Evolution of Kings, i. 332
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